
Grammatical Metaphor 
Steinbeck, Doyle and Hemingway – successful because they wrote in the everyday language. 

Everyday 
congruent I   made   the   chemicals   hotter   so   they   changed. 

Academic 
incongruent Raising the temperature produced a chemical change. 

Underlying 
semantics 

Congruent 
realisation 

Incongruent 
realisation 

Underlying 
semantics 

Participant Thing Process 

Process Participant 

Logical 
relation 

Pronoun Noun Adjective Verb 

Verb Adverb Pronoun 

Con- 
junction 

Quality 

Intensifier 

Intensifier 

Noun Gerund/ 
verb Noun Adjective Verb 

Thing Process Logical 
relation Quality 

No people involved. Must have ability to form abstractions. 
Source: Dr John Gibbons, Dept of Linguistics, University of Sydney 
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